





























represents Alinco. "It was good to see several new products at
the show." Reinhardt also savs he perceived a greater interest
in HF gear than in previous years.

ICOM's Chris Lougee, N7TIM, said this year's Hamvention
"had an interesting feel to it." Judging from the dealers he
spoke with, Lougee savs, sales were generally up over
previous years, possibly a result of the added hours and a
crowd more evenly divided between indoors and out. "The
Dayton Hamvention had some of the best prices on new gear
seen in years," he said, adding that this vear's gathering was
"a great experience."

"Dayton was great!" enthused Yaesu's Chip Margelli, K7JA
Better weather meant less of a crush inside. Margelli said.
echoing Lougee's assessment, and that meant vendors could
spend more "quality" time with potential customers. "Sales
reflected the improved weather," he said.

Miller. who served as Hamvention general chairman for the
past three vears instead of the usual two. is siepping down
after his extended tour of duty, The 2000 Hamvention
General Chairman is Jim Graver, KBSPSO, and the Assistant
Chairman is Bill Ervin, KARBWCF. Graver had served as
Miller's assistant.

The 2000 Dayton Hamvention also will be the site of the
ARRL National Convention. The Hamvention is operated by
the Dayton Amateur Radio Association as a separate entity.

For more information about the Dayton Hamveniion, visit
http://www_hamvention.org,
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NEXT SAREX MISSION TO TEST DSP HARDWARE
The ARRL Letter June 25, 1999

The next Space Amateur Radio EXperiment mission--set to
launch in July—will field test a digital signal processing box
NASA is looking at to improve the quality of shuttle
communications audio.

Word from NASA is that the next SAREX mission has been
scheduled to launch on July 20 at 0436 UTC aboard shuttle
Columbia mission STS-93. Originally set for last summer. the
mission already has been delayed several times,

The STS-93 Mission Commander is Eileen Collins,
KDSEDS. This shuttle mission, which will deploy the $1.5
billion Chandra X-ray observatory into orbit, marks the first
for a female commander. "It's good to have a challenge like
that because it just motivates you and makes you want to work
harder,” Collins told the Associated Press this week. Other
hams on board include Mission Specialists Michel Tognini,
KDS5EJZ. and Catherine Coleman, KC5ZTH.

Students at five schools--in Texas, Rhode Island, Virginia,
and Florida—are on the list to talk to the STS-93 crew via
Amateur Radic. And that's where the DSP experiment comes
into play. NASA's SAREX Principal Investigator Matt
Bordelon, KCSBTL, says the agency's contractors have been
exploring ways to make improvemenis io the aging shuttle
fleet. Among the possibilities was improving the intelligibility
of shuttle communications audio by using DSP.

But Bordelon says making and testing these kinds of changes
on the astronauts' communication system gets expensive and
involved, so it was decided to first try out a DSP box by
Quintronix on the less-critical SAREX payload aboard STS-
93 to see how it performed under actual spaceflight
conditions.

"They wanted an easy way to determine if this would clean up
the audio." Bordelon explained. The SAREX Amateur Radio
gear uses standard interfaces, so it was an easy match from a
hardware standpoint. Bordelon savs he thinks SAREX will
provide a good test of the DSP hardware/software package.

"It's a box with a headset connection on one end and the
connectors to the equipment on the other." he explained. "It's
got a couple of switches on it, and it's battery-powered." so it
doesn't need to take power from the shuttle itself.

Bordelon says the two-channel DSP box tailors both the
transmit and receive audio, but it is not adjustable. The only
thing the operator can do is turn the box on or off and either
cnable or disable it.

"For anything in spaceflight, vou want to keep it as simple as
possible,” he said.

The Quintronix DSP box will interface with one of the old
reliable Motorola MX-360 H-Ts that NASA has been using
for SAREX flights for nearly two decades now--the same type
of transceiver that astronaut Owen Garriott, W5LFL, used to
make the first Amateur Radio contacts from space in 1983.

NASA has dubbed this particular SAREX hardware
configuration as "Configuration CQ)." Bordelon explains that
SAREX is comprised of several different configurations of
hardware, each one designated by a letter of the alphabet.
"We typically use Configuration C on most shuttle missions,"
he said. Add the Quintronix DSP box to the mix, Bordelon
says and "you could either say that we merged the two
together for a purely coincidental name or, that it embodies
the true spirit of Amateur Radio for this mission."

STS-93 will mark the 25th time that the Space Amateur
Radio EXperiment has flown. It's also the only SAREX flight
scheduled for 1999 and the last one scheduled to take place
from the shutile flect. Bordelon says future shuttle missions
will be "way too busy" to accommodate SAREX. The
Amateur Radio on the International Space Station program is



working toward establishing a permanent Amateur Radio
presence in space aboard the ISS. An interim Amateur Radio
station should be operational from the ISS by early next year.

The SAREX program is a cooperative venture of NASA,
AMSAT. and the ARRL. For more information on SAREX,
contact Jean Wolfgang, WB310S, e-mail jwolfgangi@arrl.org,
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809 Scam Alert!!!
SPECIAL ALERT DO NOT EVER DIAL AREA CODE 809

THE SCAM: Don't Respond To E-Mails, Phone Calls, Or
Pages Which Tell You To Call An "809" Phone Number

This is a very important issue of Internet ScamBusters!
because it alerts you to a scam that is: - spreading
*extremely* quickly - can easily cost you $100 or more. and -
is difficult to avoid unless vou are aware of it,

We'd like to thank Paul Bruemmer and Brian Stains for
bringing this scam to our attention. This scam has also been
identified by the National Fraud Information Center and is
costing victims a loi of money,

There are lots of different permutations of this scam, but here
is how it works:

Permutation #1: Internet Based Phone Scam Via E-Mail You
receive an E-Mail, typically with a subject line of
"*ALERT*" or Unpaid account" The message, which is
being spammed across the net, says: I am writing to give you
a final 24hrs to settle your outstanding account.. If I have not
received the settlement in full, I will commence Ilegal
proceedings without further delay. If you would like to discuss
this matter to avoid court action, call Mike Murray at Global
Communications on at 1-809-496-2700.

Permutation #2: Phone Or Pager Scam You receive a message
on your answering machine or vour pager which asks vou to
call a number beginning with area code 809. The reason to
vou're asked to call varies: it can be to receive information
about a family member who has been ill, to tell you someone
has been arrested. died. to let vou know you have won a
wonderful prize, etc. In each case. you're told to call the 809
number right away.

Since there are so many new area codes these days, people
unknowingly return these calls. If you call from the US, you
will apparently be charged $25 per-minuie! Sometimes the
person who answers the phone will speak broken English and
pretend not to understand you. Other times, you'll just get a
long recorded message. The point is, they will try to keep you
on the phone as long as possible to increase the charges.

Unfortunately, when you get your phone bill, you'll often be
charged more than $100.00.

Here's why it works: The 809 area code is located in the
British Virgin Islands (the Bahamas). The 809 area code can
be used as a "pay-per-call" number, similar to 900 numbers in
the US.

Since 809 is not in the US, it is not covered by US regulations
of 900 numbers, which require that vou be notified and
warned of charges and rates involved when vou call a "pay-
per-call" number. There is also no requirement that the
company provide a time period during which you may
terminate the call without being charged.

Further, whereas many US phones have 900 number blocking
To avoid these kinds of charges). 900 number blocking will
not prevent calls to the 809 area code.

We recommend that no matter how vou get the message, if
vou are asked to call a number with an 809 area code that you
don't recognize, investigate further and/or disregard the
message. Be *very* wary of E-Mail or calls asking you to call
an 809 area code number. It's important to prevent becoming
a victim of this scam, since trying to fight the charges
afterwards can become a real nightmare. That's because you
did actually make the call. If you complain. both our local
phone company and your long distance carrier will not war
to get involved and will most likely tell you that they a
simply providing the billing for the foreign company. You'll
end up dealing with a foreign company that argucs they have
done nothing wrong.

Please forward this entire issue of Internet ScamBusters! to
vour friends, family and colleagues to help them become
aware of this scam so they don't possibly get ripped off.

Crow Pass Crossing Radio Support
editor

The Crow Pass Crossing a marathon length foot race across
Chugach State Park. It will be run on July 10™ this vear.
beginning at 8:00AM. The participants must reach the
summit in an hour and complete the race in 6 hours. It runs
26 miles from the trailhead above Girdwood to the finish line
at the Eagle River Visitor Center. This race has never
adequate communications support. The race course defies
coverage from any established repeaters or simplex operation.
The only access to the route is on foot. This year T.J.
Sheffield is working to put together a communications
solution and amateurs to man the checkpoints. Look for a
report on the communications in nexi month’s issue.



The Mayor’s Marathon June 19, 1999
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Checkpoint Mile 11 crew The Finish Line behind Net Control NL7NN
KLOCY on the left Romig Junior High Bicycle Sweep KLOGA

n

y o
the CW station outback ~ KLTHF working CW KL7ITI still w phone
in KL7CDG’s motorhome with AL7PJ logging and logging all night
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KLOEO, WL7JA, NL7TNN & WL7BF WL7YR shows off his 6 meter mobile The second annual “Outhouse Picture”
discuss Field Day to KL7ITI and WL7JA we appreciate the donation!



The Anchorage Amateur Radio Club News
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ARRL FIELD DAY 1999 Results for KL7G Anchorage Alaska (AK) Category: SA

Band CW Pts CW QS0 Phone Pts Phone QSO | Digital Qs | Digital Pts
80 58 116 5 5 0 0

40 164 328 63 63 0 0

20 498 996 679 679 11 22

15 41 82 0 0 0 0

10 0 0 0 0 0 0

2 0 0 4 4 1 2

Satellite 18 36 S 5 0 0

Total 779 1558 756 756 12 24

Total QSOs : 1547

Total QSO Pts
Power Mult : 1

Total QSO Score ; 2338

: 2338

Emergency Pwr : 100

Public Relations: 100
Public Location : 100

Info Booth : 100

Msg Origination : 100

Msg Relay : 0

Satellite QSO : 100
Natural Power : 0
WIAW Message : 0
Total Score : 2938

UPCOMING EVENTS

July 10 Crow Pass Crossing Amateur involvement for the first time

July 31 Friends of Pets Dog Job, 2™ Year of Amateur support



