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Activities Chairman John Lynn, KL7CY
News Letter Editor Jim Larsen, AL7FS
Membership Chairman Fred Erickson KL7FE
Past Past Past-President John Lynn, KL7CY
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Lil Marvin, NL7DL
Richard Block, KL7RLB
David Stevens, KL7EB
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Jimmy Tvrdy, KL7CDG
Judy Ramage, WL7DX
Craig Bledsoe, KL4E
Sue Hilton, NL7TAV
Edie Lynn, KL7EL

Nets in Alaska:

The following nets are active in South-central Alaska:
Alaska Sniper's Net 3.920 MHz 6:00 PM daily
Alaska Bush Net 7.093 MHz 8:00 PM daily
Alaska Motley Net 3.933 MHz 9:00 PM daily
Alaska Pacific Net 14.292 MHz 8:00 AM M-F
ACWN (Alaska CW Net) 3534, 7042 Daily @ 0700 —
1000, and 1900 - 2400 Alaska Time - AL7N or KL5T
monitoring.

Net Purpose: Formal NTS traffic via CW.
No Name Net 146.85/.25 repeater Sundays 8:00 PM
Grandson of SSB Net 144.20 USB Mondays 8:00 PM local
Big City Simplex Net 146.520, 446.0, & 52.525 FM

With Packet 145.01 Tuesdays 8:00 PM local

ARES net 147.27/87 103.5Hz - Thursdays at 8:00 PM local
PARKA net 147.30/.90 Thursdays at 7:00 PM local

Anchorage & Mat Valley Area Repeaters
KL7AA systems at Flattop Mt., 2,200 ft
146.94/34 MHz, 80 watts, autopatch, 141.3 Hz PL
224.94/223.34, 25 watts, no patch, no PL

AARC web page & Email contact addresses:
Homepage: http://Amww.KL7AA.org/
Email Reflector: KL7TAA@QTH.NET

Webmaster: allg_ak@yahoo.com
President: KL7Z@gci.net
Membership: frederickson@iname.com
Newsletter: JimLarsen2002@alaska.net

News Letter Submissions, Information or corrections:
Submissions must be received 2 weeks before meeting
Email: JimLarsen2002@alaska.net

Mail: 3445 Spinnaker Drive, Anchorage 99516

KL7G CODE PRACTICE SCHEDULE
Schedule: 7:00am, 10:00am, 4:00pm, 7:00pm, 10:00pm
AK time, every day on 145.35 MHz @ 7 wpm
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444.70/449.70, 25 watts, autopatch, 141.3 PL
**147.27/87 MHz, no patch, Mount Susitna 103.5 Hz
KL7CC, Anchorage Hillside, SCRC & QCWA
146.97/.37 MHz, 30 watts, autopatch, 103.5 Hz PL
KL7M Anchorage Hillside

147.21/.81 MHz, on IRLP, 97.4 Hz PL

KL7ION at Mt. Gordon Lyon, PARKA 3,940 ft
147.30/90, MHz - 80 watts, no patch, 141.3 Hz PL
KL7AIR Elmendorf AFB, EARS

146.67/.07, 107.2 Hz PL

KL7JFU, KGB road, MARA club

146.85/.25, autopatch, no PL

KL7DOB, Alcantra (Wasilla Armory)

146.64/.04, simplex patch, no PL

KL7DJE at Grubstake Peak, 4,500 ft. <down >
147.09/.69 MHz, 25 watts, no patch, 100 Hz PL
444.925/449.925, 10 watts, no patch, 141.3 Hz PL
KL3K, Girdwood

146.76/16 MHz, 25 watts, no patch, 97.4 Hz PL
South Central Area Simplex Frequencies
146.52 MHz Calling and Emergency frequency
147.57 | 447.57 (crossband linked) HF spotters & chat, 103.5
HZ PL

146.49 MHz Anchorage area simplex chat

146.43 MHz Mat Valley simplex chat

147.42MHz Peninsula simplex chat




Internet Links, the favorites from our readers:

QRP and Hombrew Links
http://www.amqrp.org/misc/links.html
http://www.gsl.net/al7fs

AARC http://mww.KL7AA.org/

SCRC  http://www.KL7G.org

EARS  http://www.gsl.net/kl7air

MARA www.klI7jfu.com

Moose Horn ARC  http://www.alaksa.net/~kl7fg

ARES  http://www.gsl.net/aresalaska

KL7J  http://www.alaska.net/~buchholz

Fairbanks AARC: http://www.kl7kc.com/

Yukon Amateur Radio Association:

http://www.klondike.com/yara/index.html

HAARP Project:  http://www.haarp.alaska.edu/

Amateur Radio Reference Library
http://www.area-ham.org/library/libindex.html

Hamradio: http://www.hamrad.com/

Solar Terrestrial Activity http://209.130.27.95/solar/

ARRL  http://www.arrl.org/

Propagation Report Recording 566-1819

Please let us know if there are other clubs pages or good
starting points that should appear here. Report dead links or
bad info to JimLarsen2002@alaska.net.
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NEWSLETTER ARTICLES; All articles from
members and interested persons are very welcome. If you
wish to submit any articles, jokes, cartoons, please have it
typed or neatly handwritten. It can be submitted by mail,
computer disk or E-mail to the newsletter editor at the address
listed above. Submissions must be in the hands of the editor
no later than the 14 days prior to the meeting or it may not
be included.
+=t=4=+=+=+=+=+=+

Regular HAM Gatherings:

Alaska QRP Club, Third Friday - 7:00 PM: Hams with
QRP (low power under 5 watts) and Homebrewing interests
meet for a social meeting monthly. Meet at Denny’s on
DeBarr & Bragaw in the back room. Hungry QRPers start
showing up about 6PM. Info contact Jim Larsen, AL7FS,
JimLarsen2002@alaska.net or 345-3190.

Tuesdays Lunch, 11:30 AM: Join the gang for lunch and an
eyeball QSO at the Royal Fork, “South, on Old Seward
Highway. Attendance varies from 8 to 24 each week.

Thursdays Brunch, 10:30 AM: Brunch at Lily’s on Tudor
Road just East of Tony Romas. A great bunch of folk’s attend
this one.

Saturdays Breakfast, 7:30 AM: Here is a good way to get
started on the weekend. Come and meet with some of the
locals and have a great breakfast at Phillips Restaurant, at the
corner of Arctic and International. Great Fun.
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THIS MONTH’S EVENTS

1** Friday each month - AARC general meeting - 7:00 PM
in the Carr-Gottstein Building, on the APU Campus. Talk in
will be on 147.30+ repeater.

1% Tuesday each month: VE License Exam 6:30 PM, at the
Hope Cottage offices, 540 W International. Bring photo ID,
copy of license (if any) and any certificates of completion.

1% Tuesday each month: EARS general meeting - 6:30PM
in the club house/shack in the basement of Denali Hall
(building 31-270) on Elmendorf AFB. Talk in on 147.67-
repeater.

2" Friday each month: SCRC general meeting at 7:00 PM
at Denny’s on Debarr & Bragaw. Talk in on 147.57 simplex.

2" Saturday each month: VE License Exams at 2:00 PM.
at Hope Cottage 540 W. International. Be sure to bring photo
ID, copy of license (if any) and any certificates of completion.

2" Saturday each month: PARKA Meeting at 11:00 AM.
at Peggy’s, across from Merrill Field.

3" Tuesday each month: AARC Board meeting at 7:00
PM at Hope Cottage 540 W. International. All are invited and
encouraged to attend.

3" Friday each month: Alaska QRP Club. 7:00PM at
Denny’s on DeBarr in the back room. Info: Jim Larsen, 345-
3190. Bring projects to share with the group. Some show up
at 6:00PM to eat.

3" Saturday each month: ARES General meeting 9:30AM
to 12:00 PM. Call Phil Mannie (klogw@alaska.net) at 762-
9590 for additional information. Also check for ARES Info
at: http://www.qgsl.net/aresalaska/

The last Friday each month: MARA meeting at 7PM Fire
Station 61, located two blocks up Lucille Drive, from the
Parks hwy. Talk-in help for the meeting can be acquired on
either the 146.640 or 146.850 repeaters. Further details can be
found by contacting Len Betts, KL7LB, lelbak@yahoo.com .

The last Saturday each month at 11:00 AM: Quarter
Century Wireless Assoc - QCWA at the Royal Fork, South
of Dimond on Old Seward Highway. You need not be a
QCWA member to attend.

Who Do | Contact to Join AARC?

Fred Erickson KL7FE - frederickson@iname.com
Phone number: 345-2181




Message from Dorothy “Dot” Bierman
Hi Everyone,

I want to express my thanks to the whole group of wonderful
Folks in the Anchorage Amateur Radio Club---for all your
kind words, letters and all the help making it easier for me to
take care of all the radio gear that John accumulated thru the
years.

The Flea Market was a big success for me--talking with you
all was great and it would make John so happy to see the
young people still interested in Ham radio!!!

A special "THANKS" go to Mike Naumann and Harvey
Rookus, who devoted hours to helping me sort and get ready
for the flea market. They worked for many hours as we tried to
go thru years of collecting that John did. My special thanks go
to Moni and Wilma!!! They NEVER complained that their
husbands were gone from home all those long hours!! Thanks,
Ladies.

My family and I thank you all!!! Sincerely, Dot
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Alaska QRP Club

The QRP Club is a club interested in having fun and
fostering QRP so nothing is formal with this group.
We have no officers, no board, no dues, and no set
program. Bring your project ideas and questions to
each meeting. Between 12-15 QRPers have been
attending this meeting and having lots of fun. We
can expect discussions about building kits and such
at future meetings. See you at the meetings at
Dennys on Debarr at 7PM the 3™ Friday of each
month. Eat before meeting at 6PM  Jim, AL7FS

L

The Anchorage Amateur Radio Club (AARC) newsletter can
be read online at:

http://www.KL7AA.org/

e

KL7DG - John Trent, 85

Anchorage resident John Parkinson Trent, 85, died at home
Sept. 2, 2003.

Mr. Trent was born Feb. 5, 1918, in Los Angeles to Goodwin
and Thea Trent. While still a boy, he built his first crystal
radio set in the basement of the family home. This was the
beginning of a 70-year career in the radio communications
field.

He graduated from San Marcos High School and Pomona
College in Southern California. Family lore says he installed
the first radio in a P-38 pursuit airplane at Lockeed Aircraft
Co.

Mr. Trent served as a radio officer in the Pacific Theater in the
waning days of World War I1. He came to Kodiak while still
in the Navy in 1946. Mr. Trent later worked as a civilian for
the 17th Naval District and for the Federal Aviation
Administration and the Federal Communications Commission
as a navigational aids and communications technician.

He was active in Alaska amateur radio organizations most of
his adult life. He also developed a passion for physical fitness
and marathon running. He was the founder of the Pulsators
Running Club in Anchorage. He introduced his second wife,
Marcie, to marathon running at age 52. She went on to run
over 73,000 miles and still posthumously holds several world
records for the measured marathon.

The family said: "We are proud of our dad for inspiring so
many Alaskans to set and exceed their personal goals in
physical fitness. His example was that you don't have to be a
gifted athlete to 'run and rejoice.' We can still hear his
irrepressible yodel ringing in the hills around Anchorage and

across the Alaska landscape."
+++++

QRP Notes
by Lynn Hammond, KL7IKV

QRP NOTES: How the QRP Bug Bit Me.

e My first experience with QRP was with a homebrew 40
meter ssb transceiver that | laboriously built in the early
1970's. The overall design was mine, but the parts for
each stage were collected from numerous sources,
stitched together on perf board, and slowly debugged. The
rig ran about 5 watts input, and | worked up and down the
East Coast from North Carolina with it. | suspect it was
not a very clean rig, even though I got good reports.

e In 1980 I built an HW-8 and worked into the West
Coast, Japan and Europe with its 2 watt signal. | never



will forget one evening | was working a JA with my roof
mounted 2 element yagi. At the end of the QSO | called a
Y23 in East Germany without turning my antenna; he
became rather excited when | told him my power level,
and said DR OM PSE UR ANT?? He gave me a 449
report. To cap it all, I got an SWL card from Moscow
reporting my signal at 549. Yes, it was big fun, but six
meters beckoned, and | did not mess with QRP again until
2001.

!ﬁP_“?_&L i o GK‘L —
DATE AG TV 19882
nMe IS 0FA A5 omr

FREQ. g?ﬁ' MHz
2 WAY-CW-SB8

R A s A 1 9
% A0 WATTS
rx AL tho
w g R s
wwn 7B UR 2R T
DR Lynens /!
- /
: ‘ DDR - 7400 Altenburg Q VEASLEUREAU ?%/b\y
AR S | A DDR-1055 BERLIN BOX 30 |

ViLH 281 T1 La TI0/80

r
Heinrich ‘Z@# Heyne

Neugasse 21

When | got an FT-817, my intent was to have a rig that
would be good to take on trips. | started chasing DX just
to see what it could do, expecting to have some fun but
not to work the long haul or rare countries. My brain was
distorted by a comment many years ago in QST by one of
their staff. He had taken an HW-8 on a trip and said that
the experience suggested roughly a 6,000 mile maximum
range with that rig.

Well, about a month after firing up the 817, | worked
D68C in the Comoros, between Africa and Madagascar
after only a few calls - with my vertical antenna. At over
8,000 miles, that was a big surprise. I took a great circle
map centered on Anchorage, and, using a compass, found
that most of the inhabited world was closer than the
Comoros. | mentioned that to Jim, KL7CC, saying | just
might take a shot at DXCC. Jim's comment was that "only
one person had done that with 5 watts from Anchorage".
What a dare! | was off and running on the chase.

I am not a red hot operator by any stretch. It turned out
that only time, much listening and some patience was all
it took to get my QRP DXCC; honestly anyone can do it.
But I was hooked for sure!

de KL7IKV, Lynn Hammond
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N2CQ QRP CONTEST CALENDAR
October 2003

TARA PSK31 Rumble (PSK31 only) ... QRP Category
Oct 4 - 0000z to 2400z

Rules: http://www.n2ty.org/seasons/tara_rumble rules.html

California QSO Party (CW/SSB) ... QRP Category
OCT 4 - 1600z to Oct 5 - 2200z
Rules: http://www.cgp.org/

Adventure Radio Spartan Sprint (CW) *** QRP CONTEST!

**kx

Oct 7 - 0100z to 0300z (Monday evening in US/Canada)
Rules: http://www.arsqrp.com/

Ten-Ten Day Sprint (All) ... QRP Category
Oct 10 - 0000z to 2400z
Rules: http://www.ten-ten.org/

FISTS Fall Sprint (CW) ... QRP Category
Oct 11 - 1700z to 2100z
Rules: http://www.fists.org/sprints.html

North American Sprint (RTTY) ... QRP Category
Oct 12 - 0000Z to 0400Z
Rules: http://www.ncjweb.com/sprintrules.php

QRP ARCI Fall QSO Party (CW) *** QRP Contest ***
Oct 18 - 1200z to Oct 19 - 2400z
Rules: http://personal.palouse.net/rfoltz/arci/fall.htm

Worked All Germany Contest (CW/SSB) ... QRP Category
Oct 18 - 1500z to Oct 19 - 1459z
Rules: http://www.darc.de/referate/dx/fedcg.htm

Asia-Pacific Sprint (15m/20m CW) <150W Max
Oct 19 - 0000z to 0200z
Rules: http://jsfc.org/apsprint/

RSGB 21/28 MHz Contest (CW) ... QRP Category
Oct 19 - 0700z to 1900z
Rules: http://www.rsgbhfcc.org/

[llinois QSO Party (CW/PH)... QRP Category
Oct 19 - 1800z to Oct 20 - 0200z
Rules: http://my.core.com/~jematz/rams.html

Zombie Shuffle (CW) *** QRP CONTEST ***

Oct 24 - Local Sundown to Local Midnight (Any 4 hour
period)

Rules: http://www.norcalgrp.com/

CQ WW DX Contest (SSB) ... QRP Category
Oct 25 - 0000z to Oct 26 - 2400z

Rules: http://cqww.com/

Ten-Ten QSO Party (CW) ... QRP Category
Oct 25 - 0001z to Oct 26 - 2400z
Rules: http://www.ten-ten.org/

72 de Ken Newman - N2CQ
N2CQ@ARRL.NET
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Not Yet Net

Frequency: 146.64, - split

Time: 2000 hrs (8:00 p m) Wednesday

Cause: To meet other amateur radio operators

Who: anyone with a license (preferably young hams)
Subject: any, and everything

"Not Yet Net"', for the younger crowd. Even though this is a
net for kids all check ins are welcomed. This is just one
attempt at letting kids know that amateur radio is better than
any cell phone, and | should know | am a teenage girl, and that
there are other kids out there with a license. | feel that even if
this net turns out to be a complete failure and I only have, in
four months, one check in that is one more friend that I didn't
have before the net. So, in conclusion | am pleased to say that
I will be ready to write down your call ... at 8:00 P.M on the
64 machine, hope to hear you there! 73's!

Your fellow ham,

KL1HZ
Melissa Sanders
++++

Ham Gear for Sale

IC-730 and IC-PS15 for sale. Itis in good to excellent
condition with all the filters. Radio and PS $400.00

| also have a tuner and keyer for sale.

Call (907) 745-6482 - Alan Beckett, KL1HC

Category: Antennas - Satellite

Price: $500.00

KLM 2 M and 70 CM satallite antennas with Fiberglass
spreader bar. Aliance HD73 and Yaesu 5400 rotors to control
the antennas. Randy @ 333-7219

Category: Antennas - Towers

Price: $200.00

40ft of Rohn 45 tower still standing. You take down.
Randy @ 333-7219

Category: Antennas - Towers

Price: $700.00

50 ft Free Standing aluminum tower with Ham M rotor. Randy
@ 333-7219

Category: Other - Station Accessories

Price: $700.00

Icom R7000 Scanner/Receiver 25 mhz to 1.4 ghz

Has CT17 Level converter to hook up to computer and
Discone scanner antenna Randy @ 333-7219

R

ARRL GETS SECOND-YEAR
EMERGENCY COMMUNICATIONS
TRAINING GRANT

The Corporation for National and Community Service(CNCS)
<http://www.cns.gov/> has renewed funding to subsidize the
cost of ARRL Amateur Radio Emergency Communications
Level | training for another year. The federal grant of nearly
$180,000 covers the second year of a three-year award. The
goal of the second-year grant--which runs September 1, 2003,
through August 31, 2004--is to provide basic training for
about 1700 more Amateur Radio emergency communicators.

"This is a validation of our performance during Year 1 of the
grant," said ARRL Chief Development Officer Mary Hobart,
K1IMMH. As a result of the first-year grant, ARRL was able to
provide emergency communications training to 1699
volunteers. This year, CNCS will be looking not only at the
course completion rate but also the "outcomes that quantify
and qualify the impact Amateur Radio has on communities
nationwide," Hobart added.

"The true measure of the grant's success will be in how well
these volunteers serve their communities when all else fails,"
Hobart said. The second-year grant also places renewed
emphasis on recruiting senior volunteers--those 55 and older.

"In Year 2," she said, "CNCS wants to know how certified
hams have become actively involved in their communities in
drills, in practices and in actual disasters--how they've aided
communities when citizens, their homes and businesses are in
harm's way."

Hobart called the success of the Year 1 grant "as much a
testament to ARRL as to the hams who have taken the
emergency communications course and who serve when called
upon to do so."

A $150,000 grant from United Technologies (UTC) in large
part has gone to sponsor nationwide Level Il
<http://www.arrl.org/cce/courses.html#ec002>

and Level Il <http://www.arrl.org/cce/courses.html#ec003>
"leadership-level" emergency communications training. The
UTC grant is for three years.

Students who take advantage of the grant-provided
emergency communications training through the ARRL
will be reimbursed for the tuition cost once they have
successfully completed the course. Certified volunteers then
are expected to take an active role as part of their local
Amateur Radio Emergency Service (ARES) team.

To learn more about the ARRL Amateur Radio Emergency
Communications courses, visit the ARRL Certification and
Continuing Education (C-CE) <http://www.arrl.org/cce/> Web
page and the C-CE Links found there. For more information,
contact Emergency Communications Course Manager Dan
Miller, K3UFG, dmiller@arrl.org, 860-594-0340.




Alaska QRP Club meets the Third Friday of every month
- 7:00 PM (Some show for dinner at 6PM): Hams with QRP
(low power under 5 watts) and Homebrewing interests meet
for a social meeting monthly. Meet at Dennys (in the back
room) on DeBarr near Bragaw. Contact is Jim Larsen,
ALTFS, JimLarsen2002@alaska.net or 345-3190.
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Anchorage Amateur Radio Club Board Meeting
(Unapproved)
September 16, 2003

The AARC Board met Tuesday, September 16, 2003 at Hope
Community Resources Administrative Building, 540 West
International Airport Road. The meeting was called to order
by President Randy Vallee, KL7Z, at 6:59 PM. The following
officers were in attendance: President Randy Vallee, Vice
President Jim Larsen, AL7FS, Secretary Philip Mannie,
KLOQW, Treasurer Steve Jensen, KLOVZ and Activities
Manager John Lynn, KL7CY. Also in attendance were
Directors Richard Block, KL7RLB, Lil Marvin, NL7DL,
David Stevens, KL7EB, Sue Hilton, NL7AV, Judi Ramage,
WL7DX, Edie Lynn, KL7EL and Craig Bledsoe, KL4E. Also
present were VEC Chairman Jim Wiley, KL7CC and visitors
Mike and Kathy O'Keefe and Col. Leo Hannon, Chief of Staff,
Alaska Defense Force.

Minutes from the July 15 and August 19, 2003 Board
meetings were approved as amended.

Visitors' Forum

Col. Hannon and Craig Bledsoe presented the Alaska Defense
Force grant proposal to the Board and answered questions. Jim
Larsen, Chair of the Grant Committee reported that the
Committee review had found the proposal incomplete. The
Committee will work with the requesters to complete the
proposal and review it again when it is complete.

Reports

Treasurer's Report

Steve Jensen presented a written report. The Club accountant
will represent the Club in the current dispute with the IRS over
taxes. Jim Larsen mentioned that the Board will soon need to
address the 2004 budget. This should be ready for presentation
to the newly elected Board in November.

Gaming

John Lynn reported that gaming is going well. A restaurant
associated with the gaming operation has produced income in
the amount of $5,000 that is not gaming related or limited by
the rules associated with gaming revenue. Steve Jensen
recommended making certain the Club accountant recognized
the distinction between this and gaming revenue. Randy
Vallee recommended securing a professional opinion on how
to deal with non gaming income.

Steve Jensen reported that we are still seeking a legal opinion
on moving gaming funds to an operating fund account. Jim

Larsen suggested that the current understanding be expanded,
if possible, to include a 'permanent fund' of sufficient size to
generate funds needed to support the CCV and other Club
operations. The current fund, at $80,000, is insufficient for this
purpose.

John Lynn went on to report that the Club's 2003 contribution
to the Alaska Childrens' Trust, some $11,000 stipulated in the
Club's agreement with the State, will be made in the current
quarter.

John Lynn also reported that the Bingo Board sought to have a
new use for the space formerly occupied by Lightning Bingo
in place by October 1. Since this may require additional
gaming permits to cover additional bingo sessions, he
requested nominations of other permit holders from the AARC
Board to return to the Bingo Board. The discussion was
moved to New Business.

HAMfest

Steve Jensen had no formal HAMfest financial report as all
the necessary information has not yet come to him. Proceeds
from the event included $13,000 from the raffle, $260 from
the Country Store, $300 in new memberships and $52.89 to
contribute to Amateur Radio Newsline.

ARES

Richard Block reported that a CCV work party is scheduled
for 7 PM Wednesday, September 17 to stow gear in the CCV.
The location will be 4410 Arctic Unit D. An ARES staff
meeting is planned for Sunday, September 21. He went on to
mention that many things in the CCV are still incomplete. He
also reported on a HAMfest related newspaper article
appearing in last Sunday's Anchorage Daily News.

Steve Jensen reported briefly on ARES participation in the
Mountain Marathon event scheduled for September 20 and 21.
TJ Sheffield, KL7TS, is coordinating amateur radio
participation.

VEC

Jim Wiley reported that things are going well. The remote
testing web site is still under construction. Randy Vallee
requested that Jim make available instructions and a kl7aa.org
link for adding comments on Morse Code testing (RM-10787).
John Lynn was asked to publish the link via email.

VHF
There was no formal VHF Committee report.

Membership

Some 14 new Club members were enrolled at HAMfest. A
proposal to provide new licensees with one year Club
memberships has not been implemented.

Old Business
Randy Vallee reported that the new kl7aa.org web server
should be on line soon.

Steve Jensen reported that seven libraries have been selected
to receive ARRL books donated by the Club.



Jim Larsen reported that the By-Laws Committee was
currently working with an attorney to review proposed 501C3
status and by-law changes for legality and consistency. He
hoped to have copies to the Board by October 1. He suggested
that the proposed by-laws be separately mailed to the
membership and that the proposal be accepted or rejected as a
whole.

Jim Wiley reported that the ARES kit parts are here and that
work parties to assemble the new Kits will be needed around
the end of September. A Procom maintenance run to Mt.
Susitna is scheduled before the end of the month. John Lynn
may be able to arrange transportation this week to replace the
Mt. Susitna repeater antenna.

New Business

Jim Larsen moved to strike paragraph 4 from document
establishing the VEC Board. Paragraph 4 prohibits VEC
Board members from holding elected office in the AARC. The
motion passed with Lil Marvin opposed.

Steve Jensen requested assistance in identifying telephone
numbers for which the Club is billed. John Lynn suggested
that Doug Dickenson, KL7IKX, could identify the numbers.

Steve Jensen moved that the Board recommend to the
membership an expenditure of no more than $10,000 for
AMLR radios for the CCV and EOC. The motion passed
unanimously. John Lynn will draft a proposal to present to the
membership.

Jim Larsen reported that the Grant Committee recommends
that a proposal to grant $2,600 to the Anchorage Police
Auxiliary Search Team to acquire radios for their
communications vehicle be presented to the membership. John
Lynn moved that the Board recommend the proposal to the
membership. The motion passed unanimously.

Jim Larsen also reported that the Grant Committee review of
the Alaska Defense Force grant proposal found it to be
incomplete. The Committee will again address the proposal
when satisfied with its completeness.

Jim Larsen requested Board guidance as to how aggressively
the Grant Committee should solicit grantees. Randy Vallee
suggested that the Committee communicate to each Alaska
radio club and ARES group that we have a grant procedure.

Judi Ramage presented a list of proposals and 'lessons learned'
for next year's HAMfest.

John Lynn moved that the Board authorize an expenditure of
not more than $500 to fund the acquisition of instructional
material for a Community School amateur radio class he will
be teaching in October. The motion passed with Lil Marvin
abstaining.

Lil Marvin move that the Board approve, subject to review by
Jim Larsen and Steve Jensen, a donation in the amount of
$1,000 in non gaming funds to the ARRL to support their

opposition to Broadband Data over Power Lines (BPL). The
motion passed with John Lynn opposing.

Judi Ramage moved that the South Central Radio Club be
recommended to the Bingo Board as the AARC nominee for a
new gaming permit holder needed for the proposed 'speed
bingo' operation at Boniface Bingo. The motion passed with
Lil Marvin opposing.

Richard Block moved that the Board recommend to the
membership that sufficient funds, in an amount to be
determined by Richard Block and Jim Wiley, be devoted to
the completion of the CCV. The motion passed.

The Secretary was instructed to again distribute to the Board
by email Jim Feaster's draft proposal on the disposal of Club
equipment.

There being no further business the meeting was adjourned at
9:56 PM.

Respectfully submitted by Philip Mannie, KLOQW, Secretary.
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The members off AARC are privileged to be able to have a
real glimpse into the thoughts behind the NCVEC petition to
drop the code testing and restructure ham radio for growth into
the future. This is a long document and it does not does not in
any way reflect official NCVEC policy. However, 1 felt the
content was worth the newsletter space. | hope you will make
time to read through and understand the vision in this
document.

de ALTFS, editor

Amateur Radio in the 21st Century

Prepared by Jim Wiley KL7CC, with assistance from other
members of the committee working on changes to the US
Amateur rules in response to changes in the international
regulations that occurred at the World Radio Conference,
2003. Itis intended as a way to help fellow Amateur Radio
operators understand some of the thought processes that led us
to where we are today. It is not a statement of the way things
will end up, but rather it is simply a plan, subject to change
and improvement. It is, in a word, someplace to start.
Should any of these ideas actually reach the stage where a
formal petition for rule-making is filed before the FCC, we
encourage you to file comments either in support or in
opposition, as you see fit.




While there are of necessity some references to the NCVEC
(National Conference of Volunteer Examiner Coordinators)
within this document, it must be made clear that this
document does not in any way reflect official NCVEC policy,
and has not been approved by their leadership. Some of the
statements herein are individual in nature, some represent the
collective views of the committee as a whole. Whichever
viewpoint is being expressed at the moment, we are sure there
are other opinions on these same issues. Again, one of the
primary purposes of this document is to start a discussion. We
hope all of you who take the time to read this will think about
what ham radio means to you, and how you got here, and
where you would like to see our hobby go in the future. We
ask you to think not of just your own small corner of ham
radio, but the hobby as a whole, without prejudice, without
favoritism, without jealousy. Before you jump up and shout,
think about the way things should be, or could be, looking
forward to the future, not backward to what has gone by. Do
not ignore tradition, but at the same time, try to expand your
thinking to encompass what is yet to come. Think about what
we actually need to move ahead, and what might be best left
behind.

Hi. What follows is a discussion of what we are trying to
accomplish, and why. If you will take the time to read this,
then think about it overnight, before formulating a hasty reply,
| suspect that you might find yourself in agreement with most,
if not all, of the issues we are addressing. If you still
disagree, make sure it is for the right reason, after thoughtful
consideration of all the different points, and not just because
some of the things herein are new ideas or come as a surprise.

First, an “Executive Summary” — in other words, the high
points. If you are interested in more detail read the expanded
text that follows.

Executive Summary — proposals for changes to the US
Amateur Radio licensing structure

l. Elimination of the Morse code requirements.
Discussion of the pros and cons of the proposal,
some reasons each way, a few facts, a few
anecdotes, and some things to make a person
think. In summary, an idea whose time has
come, and no one loses anything. CW remains
legal, just not a requirement. And, as we will
show, it simply does not work as a “filter” to
keep “riff-raff” out. We have already filed this
petition, as there was universal agreement at the
NCVEC conference that this action should be
taken immediately. This petition appears on the
FCC web site as RM-10787.

Il. Creation of a new entry-level license. How
this would fit into our present licensing structure,
and why we need to do this. If our hobby is to
continue, we must attract new people. Where to
start, who do we target, how do we modify the
exam structure to accomplish this? How do we

make ham radio attractive to these people? What
are the alternatives?

. Restructuring our HF bands to accommodate
changes brought about by WARC 2003 and
the addition of a new class of license. How to
make better use of presently sparsely populated
HF “novice” band frequencies. Increasing the
size of the most popular HF phone bands.

V. Closing discussion. What’s next? What other
items could be addressed, and what timetable are
we talking about here?

Discussion in detail:

First, who is this committee, this “Gang of Four”? Who are
these people, and who elected them as “God”?

They are the NCVEC “Rules Committee”. This group of 4
persons consists of: Fred Maia, W5Y]1, John Johnstone,
W3BE, Scott Neustatder, W4WW, and myself, Jim Wiley,
KL7CC. Fred, the committee chairman, and founder and
former owner of the W5Y1 Group (the 2" largest VEC), has
been active in ham radio for many years, and is very familiar
with the regulatory process. John is a retired FCC employee.
He actually wrote most (if not all) of the “Part 97" section of
the FCC rules that govern Amateur Radio. John also has a
monthly column in World Radio magazine. Scott is the head
of the NCVEC Question Poll Committee. Scott is the one that
edits and approves all of the questions that appear on the
exams. An employee of a very large Aerospace firm, Scott is
a professional engineer, and that rarest of persons, a for real
“rocket scientist.” | am the new kid on the block, replacing
Bart Jahnke, W9JJ, who runs the ARRL VEC. Because of
possible conflicts of interest, and because the ARRL has not
formulated it’s official position on these issues, Bart asked to
be excused from this project. | was asked to serve for many
reasons, but mostly because of my initial presentation of and
continuing involvement with finding a way to accomplish
VEC testing in remote areas of Alaska. As it turned out, |
was also elected Vice Chairman of NCVEC at this same
conference. The committee was chosen by vote from all of
the NCVEC members present at the July 2003 conference, and
was charged by the NCVEC with the task of developing a
petition to be submitted to the FCC requesting that the code
testing requirement be dropped from the present rules. They
were also asked to investigate other related issues that might
naturally be connected with this action.

Some of the thought processes, and the reasoning behind
them:

Lets consider the matter of the Morse code. Even before
anything else, keep in mind the fact that every person on the
committee that drafted the NCVEC petition, now known as
RM-10787, to remove the Morse code requirement, and also
every person on the committee that is working on the new
entry level license, is a “20 WPM” Extra class licensee. And,



most if not all of them would list Morse as one of their
favorite modes, if not indeed the favorite mode. My own
favorite modes, in order, are Morse, AM Phone, SSB, and
VHF FM. 1 also operate occasionally on other modes, such as
RTTY, packet, satellite, and | am thinking about learning how
to use PSK31. DXCC? Yes, about 200 officially, with
another 60 or 70 worked but not submitted yet. Most of them
were on Morse Code. One of our committee members, Fred,
WS5Y1 holds DXCC- CW only. Another, Scotty, W4WW
holds 5 Band DXCC and has been on the DXCC Honor Roll.
John, W3BE, uses CW almost daily, using it for traffic
handling and chasing DX.

So, there are no “Morse code haters” on the committee. There
is no conspiracy, no secret agenda, no kickback from the
manufacturers, no “black plan” from the ARRL, no anything.
Just some guys that want nothing more than to see our great
hobby prosper for the next hundred years, or longer.

Will dropping the Morse requirement remove a “filter” that
keeps out poor operators, “CB Radio” types, scofflaws, and so
on? | think not. Listen to 75 meters on any given evening, or
20 meters above 14300 during the day, and all too often what
you hear is a cacophony of indecent language, illegal
operation, intentional interference, music, poor sportsmanship,
you name it. And every one of those characters passed a code
test! Whether it was 5 or 13 or 20 WPM, they all passed a test.
Some filter, huh?

Will removing the Morse requirement let in some “bad
apples”? Yes, it will. But I firmly believe the number will be
very small in comparison to the gain our hobby will receive
from decent, law abiding, talented, and enthusiastic new hams.
Just as letting code free new hams on to our VHF bands has
not, for the most part, resulted in chaos, the same will be true
of our HF assignments. It will be up to us, as the “experts”, to
guide newcomers, passing on the traditions of our hobby, the
skills and operating techniques that make up a ham that we
can all point to and say “that is a good operator”.

Will Morse code go away? Probably not in our lifetimes.
Remember that Morse code is still the easiest way to get on
the air, the most effective means of communicating under poor
conditions, and where most of the DX will still be. We are
not making Morse Code illegal; we are just making it equal to
any other mode that hams might enjoy. We don’t have
special tests before a ham can operate SSB, or RTTY, or
SSTV, or any other mode, so why for Morse code? When
most operators (admit it, it’s true) operate voice or data.

Morse will probably retain most of it’s exclusive band
segments, at least for now. We are not addressing this issue at
this time. This may change in the future. Several countries no
longer have exclusive segments, but depend instead on
voluntary band plans. In fact, our 160-meter band works this
way today, with surprisingly few problems.

Remember that when Ham Radio started, Morse code was all
there was. It wasn’t even CW — we all used spark gap
transmitters! One of the justifications for Amateur Radio,
from the government’s point of view, is that we continue to

lead, or at least follow closely behind, advancements in the
“state of the art” of electronic communications. That means
advancing, not standing still. And by the way, the only
reason there was ever a Morse requirement for Amateur
licensing in the first place is because of spark transmissions.
It was necessary for amateurs to understand the code so that
they could be told to stand by in case their transmissions were
interfering with critical government traffic, perhaps involving
safety of life. Spark, by its very nature, covers up a lot of
frequencies — thus putting everyone, hams and government
alike, effectively on the same channel.

By the way, most hams use the terms “CW” and “Morse
Code” interchangeably, but if a person were to be picky, they
are not the same. CW means “Continuous Wave”, or a
continuous, unmodulated signal. Spark emissions used a
“damped wave”, with a “high decrement”, rich in harmonics
and with wide sidebands, which caused great amounts of
interference. CW transmissions, on the other hand, are
restricted to a single frequency, or at least to a very narrow
range. Morse code, as used in most Amateur Radio situations,
involves keying a CW transmitter on and off in specific
patterns, which we recognize as letters, numbers, punctuation,
and other symbols. However, to simplify things and save on
space, | will also use the terms interchangeably, as most
Amateur Radio operators do in everyday usage.

Will we lose something because we will no longer have the
knowledge that all hams can at least understand and send CW,
even if very slowly? Maybe, maybe not. You would be
surprised at the number of applicants | see that actually want
to learn CW — they think it will be fun. There’s a novel
concept — someone learning a skill because it is fun, not
because the government says you must do it.

Well, OK, that is all well and good, you say, but are there any
reasons we could offer that might support the idea of

removing the Morse testing requirement, and what are some of
the expected implications?

Obviously, removing the Morse test requirement will make it
easier for thousands of interested persons to join our hobby.
There are many, who for whatever reason have a real, not
imagined, problem with learning the code. Call it stage fright,
a psychological block, hearing problems, poor recognition
skills, whatever you want; there are indeed those who literally
cannot master the code, no matter how hard they try. Lazy,
you say? Anyone can make it to 5 WPM, you say? They just
don’t try, you say? Apparently you have not participated at
hundreds of exam sessions. | have. | have seen grown men
and women with tears in their eyes, frustrated, angry,
sometimes back next time, sometimes giving up on ham radio
altogether. Where’s the gain in having someone give up?

Are you proud that you “made it”? Can you not find
something that another person can do that you would find
extremely difficult if not impossible? Could you win the
Tour de France bicycle race — even if you trained every day
for the rest of your life? Could you invent the Laser? Could
you paint the Mona Lisa? Not that painting a work of art or
riding a bicycle has all that much to do with radio, it’s just to



point out that while you may have been able to master the
code with some degree of success, that doesn’t necessarily
mean that everyone has the same ability as you. | would
argue that the ability to master the code has no apparent
connection with how “good” a ham a person is. What we
want, | think you will agree, is someone who will respect our
traditions, follow the rules, bring enthusiasm and vigor to the
hobby, and make a positive contribution.

So, who’s to say that mastering Morse code skills makes a
better ham? | would not be so arrogant as to think such a
thing. Every time | get to feeling superior, I look around, and
guess what? - - - | can find someone who is better at
something, anything, than me. | can also name several
individuals that I think are in one way or another “better
hams” than I, better operators, better engineers, better at some
aspect of our hobby than me. Might that be true with you too?

CW is a great mode. It’s fun. I enjoy it. And, it’s time to
move on. We no longer require applicants to draw schematic
diagrams, demonstrate how to neutralize a triode vacuum tube
amplifier, lots of other things. Lets be gentlemen and give
CW a decent, respectful, wave. Remembering our old friend,
but looking forward, not backward. Morse code will live
forever. As long as someone cares about the history and
mystery of early radio, and lots of hams do, CW will be
around. Like anything else, when a person finds he or she
has a need to use Morse code, they will learn it. Want to
work DX, or QRP, or weak signal VHF, or Moon-bounce?
Better learn the code, or you won’t have a very satisfying
experience.

Are we “dumbing down” amateur radio? Are you kidding?
Have you looked at the new Extra class tests? Could you
honestly say you could pass one, picked at random, “cold”? |
couldn’t, at least not without some serious study of the books.
I have been licensed since the late 50°s, went through all of the
steps, starting at Novice, and getting my Extra in the 70’s.
Even had a “First Class” commercial radiotelephone, with
both the radar and aircraft endorsements — passed all the
elements in one sitting, missed at most 3 or 4 questions on any
given section — a couple were perfect. And, except for the
Novice, did this while sitting in front of the FCC themselves,
no less. Never flunked a FCC code or theory exam. Never.
So what? That and a dollar will get me a cup of coffee. |
learned about ham radio from my peers, from watching and
listening, not from tests.

Will ham radio turn into CB? No, it won’t. In the first place,
CB is essentially an unlicensed service. Secondly, there are
still the written exams, and add to that peer pressure from
other hams, and the fact that hams must use call signs, instead
of “handles”, and there is just no comparison. It isn’t even an
“apples and oranges” argument — it’s more of an “apples and
cement mixers” discussion — there just isn’t any common
ground between the two services. Hams will literally refuse to
talk to someone without a call sign — and a call sign removes
the anonymity of CB. Break the rules on the ham bands, and
you will get caught, and fined or even sent to jail. We even
have an “enforcer”, in the person of Riley Hollingsworth, of
the FCC’s enforcement division. Riley and his helpers do an

excellent job of keeping the ham bands clean, and his efforts
in cooperation with Amateur Radio volunteers, such as the
ARRL’s Official Observer corps, do the job. Yes, he knows
about the problems on 75 and 20, as well as elsewhere — and
he is working on them as you read this. He has a problem
common to all law enforcement types — he has to follow the
rules, and the violators don’t — but he will catch up with them
in the end, trust me on that. | have visited with Riley one on
one, and listened to him speak. He is a great guy, funny,
personable, very sharp, and dead serious about his job. I surely
wouldn’t want him mad at me!

OK, what about that new license class — why in the heck are
we even thinking about it at all?

Let me give you a chill. Think, seriously, for a moment what
this means:; For every ham under the age of 20 we are
attracting, 2 (or more) hams over the age of 50 either die or
leave the hobby. Hmmmmm. It shouldn’t take a genius to
see where that is going. In 10 years, we may not even have
ham radio. Wait! Wait!, you say, I’m only 45 (or whatever
age you are), and I’ll be around longer than that. Great — but
there might very well be no ham radio.

Why? You think I’m kidding, right? What is the fastest
growing sector of our economy today? The answer is
Information Technology (IT). And what does IT need to
succeed and grow? Interconnection, that’s what. And
increasingly, wireless interconnection. And what does
wireless interconnection need? Spectrum. Radio spectrum --
Lots of it. And who has lots of spectrum, most of it unused?
Go to your bathroom and look in the mirror. That’s who.
Now, what happens to that spectrum when (not if) you become
a silent key — and there is no one to take your place? What
happens when there are so few hams that we become
insignificant? What happens when there are so few hams that
manufacturers can no longer afford to amortize the
engineering costs needed to bring you a new radio?

Oh, pardon me — you always build everything from scratch?
Great! Who, exactly, are you going to talk to? Most of the
rest of us opt for the practical approach, and purchase a rig
from one of the several companies that cater to hams. If there
are no manufacturers, then there are no new rigs. Hard to
carry on a QSO if no one is there.

One of the primary goals of the new license we are going to
propose is a true entry-level ticket. Limited power, limited
frequencies, but still useful, with enough of the essence of
Amateur Radio to attract beginners and show them what lies
ahead when they upgrade. Simpler exam. WAIT! - - WAIT! -
- WHAT WAS THAT??!!

Yes, | said simpler exam. Hopefully 20 questions. Aimed at a
young person aged 12 or more. That means a 6™ grade
education. Also fits teens, high schoolers, home schoolers.
You know, fresh ideas, new blood, people that can actually see
their radios without having to put on glasses — what a concept!
20 questions, simple enough to get someone started in a
responsible way, pointed in the right direction, all that stuff.



That sure sounds like “dumbing down”, doesn’t it? Keep
reading.

Here is what we are thinking, and some of the rationale behind
it. We, however, don’t have all the good ideas, in fact we may
not even have most of them, so input from others is welcome.
Make that rational input. Invective and obviously impractical
stuff will get filed immediately in 13.

First consideration: Lower power. 2 reasons. First, everyone
at the recent NCVEC meeting expressed concern about letting
brand new hams loose with 1500 watts of VHF or UHF.
That’s dangerous, no doubt about it. Cook your neighbor’s cat
type stuff. Not funny. So, we are thinking about a license
that allows enough power to be useful, but not enough to be
unsafe. It turns out that 50 watts above 24 MHz and 100
watts below 24 MHz allows hams to operate without having to
worry about RF safety issues or evaluations. Transmitters at
those power levels are presumed safe. If there are no RF
safety issues, then there is no need to ask questions about
those issues, and we can have a smaller exam. Second, those
power levels represent the vast majority of commercially
manufactured (or kit) radios offered for sale. The 100-watt
HF set is everywhere, and very few VHF/UHF mobiles exceed
50 watts. Yes, some sets run more power, but the
overwhelming majority meet the 100W HF / 50W VHF
standard.

Another idea: Restrict radios (for this license class only) to a
maximum of 30 Volts on the final stage. Why? 30 volts is the
generally accepted point that defines the split between low and
high voltage. Virtually all-solid state sets use less than 30V
on the PA stage, most being, of course, 12 volts. Less chance
of an inexperienced ham injuring him or herself. Oops — no
vacuum tubes! OK, we know that. Also lets out lots of used
gear. We know that too. All a ham has to do is upgrade, and
the restriction goes away. However, to upgrade, he or she
must pass another test, which involves, among other things,
RF safety questions, power safety questions, and other
appropriate stuff. Remember that we are aiming this entry-
level ticket at 12 year olds. Do you have kids? Grandkids?
Wouldn’t you be happier if their new radio had very little
chance of harming them? | would.

Remove some of the math. Remove some or even most of the
“radio law” type questions. Instead, require applicants to sign
a statement that they have read the Part 97 rulebook, and that
they have a copy (available for free via web download). Yes,
some of the applicants will “skate” - and not read it when they
signed that they did. But, most will, and even among those
that don’t, eventually, probably sooner than later, they will get
around to it. Some never will. That’s human nature — we’re
not looking for saints, just people that can become productive
hams. The 35-question exam is shrinking. 20 questions seem
in reach.

Take out one or two more theory questions. We’re not
making engineers, at least not yet. Put in a couple of
additional practical questions about operating your radio. A
poke here, a cut there, and we’re done. A 20-question exam
that covers all a beginner really needs to know. Finish up

with a few words about how to find the information needed to
advance one’s skills, how to find an “Elmer”, and how to find
more about the hobby on the internet.

By the way — the Novice license of old, the one that many of
us used to get started — was a 20 question exam. For most of
it’s existence, the Novice exam had no questions about
antennas, propagation, feed lines, or most of the other
questions that the present “entry level” exam has. Yet,
somehow, a great many hams who entered via that license
became active, productive, vital members of the Amateur
Radio community. How could that have been possible?

Take a moment to think back. 1’ll be willing to bet you didn’t
just drop out of a tree all ready to go, knowing everything that
you know about ham radio today, did you? It took time;
study, listening to other hams, all the rest, to get where you are
today. Were you nervous on your first contact? Did you get
over it? Did you make a couple of dumb mistakes; maybe
even accidentally violate the rules once, or maybe even twice?
These people will too. It’s called learning.

What do you think is better for our hobby — lots of
enthusiastic newcomers, or an ever-declining number of
increasingly older hams? Answer the question honestly, not
just in light of your favorite band getting more crowded. And
another thing — if the bands get more crowded, doesn’t that
help make a case for increased spectrum? And guess what?
All those new hams vote (or will soon enough), and Congress
pays attention to numbers. Numbers become very important
when we are in competition with commercial interests for
spectrum space. And maybe the prices of new radio gear will
decline, if manufacturers can spread fixed costs over a larger
sales base. And maybe some brand new manufacturers will be
encouraged to bring something to market. Will that be bad?

OK, now we’ve got a brand new ham. Whether we call them
a “Communicator”, or some other name, what’s next? Where
are they going to operate? Are you going to get run over by a
horde of newcomers? Help! I’m sinking in a sea of QRM!

Ahem. We have a plan. It probably won’t turn out to be
exactly the way things come down, but it’s a start. Someone
else may very well come up with a better suggestion. That’s
OK, too.

Whatever we come up with, it will have to fit within the FCC
budget. This probably means that in all likelihood what will
happen, assuming that the idea of a beginner’s class license is
even accepted at all, is that they (the FCC) will juggle the
existing 3 classes to accommodate the new structure.
Technician will change from what it is now to the basic
license. It may be named “Communicator” or simply left as
Technician. Let’s assume it gets the name “Communicator”.
All existing Techs will be upgraded to General. Assuming
that the Morse requirement is removed first, our opinion is that
most of the Techs will take (and hopefully pass) the element 3
exam as soon as they can, thus becoming General class
licensees. Remember, that before the changes that created the
present no-code tech, the General and Tech exams were
identical. Only the code separated them, and even there it was



only the difference between 5 and 13 WPM. All Advanced
licenses will be upgraded to Extra, and if there are any
remaining Novice tickets out there, they will become
“Communicators”. Now we have 3 classes: (1)
Communicator, (2) General, and (3) Extra.

The exams will be adjusted to combine element 2 and 3 into a
new element 3, probably with a 50-question exam, using the
existing pools. Element 1 (Code) disappears. A new Element
2 is created, which becomes the Communicator exam.
Element 4 remains as is, or maybe becomes even harder, in the
event we (all hams) indicate that the extra exam should really
be a test that “separates the men from the boys” (apologies to
the YL’s - JW). Many would agree that this is already the
case, and that no changes are required here.

Kind of sounds like a bunch of folks are going to get
something for free, something that you might have worked
hard for, doesn’t it? How can we justify this? Well, maybe it
won’t happen that way at all. Maybe instead of “instant
upgrades”, the Techs will have to pass their element 3 exam or
be downgraded to Communicator licensees, and Advanced
licensees will have to pass element 4 or be downgraded to
General. That goes in the face of our desire to have this
whole thing take place with no net loss to any existing
licensee, but if enough people object to the idea of “free”
upgrades, then there is one alternative (but probably unlikely)
solution. Another is to continue the Technician and Advanced
licenses “as is”, until they upgrade. Maybe even make
upgrading mandatory for renewal. Using that plan, they will
all either upgrade or disappear within 10 years, with no further
effort on the part of the FCC.

OK, now the license classes have been tuned up, and the
exams adjusted, what’s next?

We need some place where these new licensees can get their
feet wet, where they can participate in Amateur Radio in a
meaningful way. All of ham radio, not just local repeaters.
What we need is a few spare kilohertz. | wonder where we
can find some? New band? Probably not. So, what do we
have that can be reworked to fit our need? How about the
present HF novice bands?

Suppose, just for a moment, that a petition got filed requesting
that the FCC make the following changes: Take the present
HF Novice bands on 80, 40, 15, and 10 meters and reassign
them to voice operation. Move the corresponding phone
segments down by the appropriate amount. Change the
segments open to various classes of license to fit, and let the
new “Communicator” licensees have access to the HF bands
in 50 or 100 KHz blocks. For example, and this is just an
illustration, 40 meters could end up looking something like
this:

7000 — 7025 Extra, CW and data only

7025 - 7100 All classes, including communicator, CW and
data only

7100 — 7150 Extra, all modes

7150 - 7250 Extra and General, all modes

7250 — 7300 All classes, including communicator, all modes

Similar adjustments would be done at 80, 15, and 10 meters.
Actually, 10 meters is already pretty much set and ready to go.
We might do only 50 KHz on 15 meters, leaving the other 50
as a “DX window”. There could be, or not be, consideration
of allowing communicators on the other HF bands (160, 30,
20, 17, 12). Not too sure what to do about the new 60-meter
band yet. Have to think about that one for a while. Perhaps
we start here (with 80, 40, 15, and 10), and after a few years
experience, revisit the issue and decide whether granting
access to parts of the other HF bands is a good idea or not.
Time will tell.

In other words, what we will have done is to “slide” the phone
bands down the equivalent amount of the former novice
segment, and allowed the new communicators access to the
top 50 KHz of the voice band. Traditionally, higher-class
licensees have been given access to the lower frequency
segments within a band, and this would remain true. No
one loses anything! Generals and Extras get some new phone
bands, even former Novices, (now upgraded to
Communicator) get more room in the CW segment, and access
to a portion of the phone band.

Communicators operate with their 100-watt limit, General and
Extra can use 1500 if they wish. Again, no one loses! No
hassle like many of us remember over “incentive licensing” all
those many years ago. If a “Communicator” wants to run
more power, he or she simply upgrades to General, and away
they go. We (hams in general) might decide that voluntary
power restrictions in the “communicator” segments are
appropriate, but time will tell. That is another issue, not part
of the 3-part plan we are working on.

An alternative solution, which has been adopted in other parts
of the world, would be to grant Communicators the same
frequency privileges as Generals, but with the lower power
limits discussed above. The United Kingdom has
implemented this approach in their Foundation license, which
has become the fastest growing license in the UK’s history.

Will anyone have any problems with these proposals? Of
course. Inevitably, it will turn out that someone’s favorite net
is in the “communicator” area. Maybe the net members will
decide to move, maybe they will stay where they are and
attract hundreds of new members. Someone’s favorite spot
will suddenly turn out to be open to new modes. OK, so
what? Where does it say that anyone is given exclusive rights
to one particular spot or another? Pretty much every radio
available today has a VFO. Use it. You might even meet a
new friend or two.

How about those who feel insulted that these new hams are
gaining “free” access to bands that “they had to work hard
for”. Excuse me? Do we recognize that times have changed
and move on, or not? Following that argument to it’s logical
end, isn’t it reasonable to say that if the newcomers have to
learn the old stuff before they can have a license, then the
existing licensees should have to give back their tickets until
they could show they had mastered all the newer techniques




too? Wouldn’t that be fair? 1’m sure it seems reasonable to a
newcomer. Sauce for the goose, and all that, right?

A timetable:

As we all know, several petitions requesting that the FCC
remove Morse code testing have been filed. Depending on
how soon a NPRM is issued, assuming it is at all, then we
have to wait while they slog their way through the rule making
process. One of the things that will happen is that comments,
both pro and con, will begin to accumulate. After a several
weeks or at most a few months, and assuming the majority of
comments are in favor of eliminating the code as a licensing
requirement, then we plan to file for a waiver asking for an
immediate end to code testing. Obviously, this can only be
done if there are enough favorable comments on file for the
FCC to justify granting such a waiver. The actual change in
the FCC rules will still be in progress, but if we can show that
there is enough interest, and that such a waiver will be
beneficial to Amateur Radio as a whole, then there is a good
chance it would be granted.

Very soon (a few days at most) after the Morse requirement
disappears, assuming it does, then we plan to file for the
creation of the “Communicator” license, as detailed
elsewhere in this discussion. We will follow the same
procedure as before, filing a petition for a NPRM, and starting
the clock on that issue. Assuming the comments on that
issue are also favorable, after a reasonable time has elapsed,
we will file a petition to upgrade Techs to General, and
Advanced to Extra, as explained earlier.

We will probably not be able to accelerate the creation of the
“Communicator” license, since it would involve a complete
restructure of the present system, but in case that option
should become available, we would likewise pursue that end.

Next, once the “Communicator” proposal started to look like it
would become reality, we would file another petition asking
that the Novice HF assignments be re-allocated, also as per
the previous discussion. We would further ask that the re-
allocation take place at the same time as the implementation
date of the new license, so that those who passed their tests
would have a place to operate.

In all cases, because this is a multiple step process, useful
information will be gained as each part moves forward. This
is actually a benefit, because we may very well find that some
of the present ideas need revision before being submitted.

All this will take some time, perhaps spanning several years.
Mixed in with these proposals, but not part of them, will be
the issue of how to best implement other changes to the
amateur regulations that came out of WRC-2003, such as the
40 meter readjustment. These issues have their own timetable,
of course, but those issues and the topics discussed in the
possible petitions mentioned here do interact to varying
degrees.

In other words, nothing is going to happen next week, and
everyone will have ample time to offer his or her own

suggestions as to how to proceed. There will be no “rush to
judgment”. All the present actions have done, or can do, is to
get something out there for consideration. There is absolutely
no guarantee that the FCC, or the ham community at large,
will accept these proposals.

You have heard a lot about what we are planning. Now, how
about some of the things we are not addressing at this time:

We are not addressing the issue of reallocation of bands or
sub-bands, either by mode or license class, with the sole
exception of using the former Novice CW sub-bands on 80,
40, 15 and 10 meters to create working space for new
Communicator licensees. By the way, don’t forget that this
adjustment will create more phone space for General,
Advanced, and Extra operators at the same time. And, in the
case of 40 meters, when the WRC-2003 re-allocation adds
another 100 KHz the band in regions 1 and 3 (that is to say,
adding 7100-7200 to the present 7000-7100 world wide
Amateur allocation), there will be a 100 KHz phone band
overlap all ready to go!

We are not suggesting that the CW sub-bands, or the exclusive
CW bands for Extra licensees, be eliminated or otherwise
adjusted. Again, with the exception of Novice CW, we are not
proposing any change whatsoever to the present band plans or
allocations.

We are not addressing the issue of the relative split between
General, Advanced, and Extra allocations at HF.

We feel that these issues are best dealt with only after some
period of experience with both the proposed new license and a
completely code free licensing structure give us more insight
on the best way to proceed. This intermediate stage may take
a while to properly evaluate. These issues may be best
addressed at the time that reallocation of the 40 meter band
(per decisions made at WRC 2003) takes place. According to
the present schedule, that is not likely to happen sooner than 5
or 6 years from now. By that time, we will have accumulated
enough data to tell us whether additional adjustments are in
order, or not.

OK, there you have it, the “master plan”. Will it actually
turn out this way? Probably not. Just as there are thousands
of hams, there will be lots of suggestions, pro and con, about
which is the best way to go. When (and if) a petition is filed,
and a Notice of Proposed Rule Making (NPRM) is posted,
offer your comments and suggestions. The FCC will consider
all sides before changing anything. If a majority of comments
indicate that hams want thing to stay the way they are, then
that’s what will happen. If hams want change, and their
arguments make sense, then that’s what will happen. In
almost no other country in the world are the governed given
the chance to affect the rules that do the governing. Use that
power if you wish. But don’t just sit there and complain if
you don’t act.

A few final words:

There are no black helicopters.



This is not a plot by ARRL or Fred (W5Y1) or anyone else to
sell more books, antennas, radios, or (fill in the blank). Yes,
ARRL will gain some new members, the W5Y 1 group will sell
a few more books, and possibly some of the manufacturers
and vendors will peddle a few more sets. Is this bad? How?
It looks like growth of our beloved hobby from here. By the
way, did you know Fred sold his company some time back?
He does not particularly stand to gain anything from this
effort, nor do any of the other committee members. Do you
suppose the committee members just want to see our
wonderful hobby prosper? Wouldn’t that be an odd reason
for doing what they are doing?

Just thought you’d like to know. Thanks for taking the time to
read this somewhat long explanation, and in the truest sense,
73.

Respectfully submitted by Jim Wiley, KL7CC
With assistance from Fred Maia, W5Y, and Scott Neustadter,

WA4AWW
L

Grants are the life blood of many Service Organizations. Here
is a story of how a Rotary Club grant was used for radio
equipment. Our AARC grants can do similar good. de AL7FS

Rotary Radios used in rescue of lost RVers
Craig Bledsoe, KL4E

Have you ever wondered if the funds that your Grant
Committee disburses go to worthwhile destinations around our
community? Like Carolyn Jones' story about the stranded
starfish, | can definitely tell you that you made a difference for
at least one family. Back in 1999 the Rotary Club Grant
Committee voted to fund $1000 toward the purchase of search
and rescue radio equipment for the Alaska State Defense
Force. The money was used to buy a base station for the
communications van, several mobile units, and a number of
handheld radios. And now for the rest of the story...

During the last week of July the ASDF and security forces
from the Alaska Railroad participated in a joint counter-
terrorism exercise at Summit Airstrip near Cantwell. The
exercise consisted of one battalion of "defenders" at an
isolated railroad bridge, and another battalion of "attackers"
representing the bad guys. On subsequent nights the teams
from Anchorage and Fairbanks would swap roles and go at it
again. All of this was being monitored for safety by referees
and team chiefs with radios that linked via a complex portable
double repeater network back to the Cantwell field
headquarters.

At another point along the Parks Highway, a father and his
two sons on vacation from Arizona parked their rented RV,
unloaded their four-wheelers, and headed back into the
wilderness. After riding for a considerable distance they
apparently drove into a bog which swallowed up their
vehicles. Now they started to retrace their path on foot

through clouds of mosquitoes and became soaked up to their
chests. Additionally they had misprogrammed their handheld
GPS, so that instead of navigating back to the waypoint where
their RV was located, they were actually hiking toward
Anchorage where they had originally picked up their vehicles.
They went slogging on like this for seven hours as
hypothermia and confusion set in.

Then a bit of good fortune came their way. At midnight
the Arizona family ran into the 3rd Battalion team from
Fairbanks in full attack garb. One can only imagine their
reaction when they encountered the camouflaged soldiers in
their face paint and ghillie suits carrying assault rifles. Now
the Rotary radios came into play. The exercise was
terminated, and via the double repeater link to Summit
Airstrip the medical situation was passed along to the
RNs and medical staff in the field hospital. Thus dry clothing
and all the right medical preparations were in place for their
recovery. Subsequently we located their RV along the Parks
Highway and used the Rotary radios to coordinate two follow-
up medical visits to their camper after they had been
returned to safety.

| feel certain that this visiting family has a lot to be
thankful for because of your fund-raising efforts for our
Rotary Club. Keep up the good work!

Craig Bledsoe, KL4E
+++++++H+

2003 ARRL Convention a Great Success

The 2003 convention and hamfest were well received by as
many as 200+ amateur radio operators and visitors this year.
What better way to tell the story than to show the convention
in pictures.
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